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Ways of Life: Dana Rader was a fixture in
Charlotte's golf scene
Also remembered: A hospital administrator and mentor to women at St.
John's Baptist; the piano man at Novant Health; owner of property
management firm and past chair of the Greek Festival
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You’re reading Ways of Life, a weekly obituaries newsletter from The Charlotte Ledger honoring
our friends, neighbors and family members who made an impact on Charlotte through the ways
they lived their lives.

Editor’s note: This issue of Ways of Life is being sent to all Charlotte Ledger members. If you’d
prefer not to receive future editions of this newsletter, you can adjust your preferences on
the ‘My Account’ page.
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Dana Rader established the Dana Rader Golf School, first at Raintree Country Club in south
Charlotte and then at the Ballantyne Hotel. She passed away Aug. 17 at 64. (Photo by Ray Sepesy)

By Michael J. Solender

One of the best golf lessons I ever experienced came at the hands of Dana Rader. It was
more than a dozen summers ago at her Dana Rader Golf School in Ballantyne on a
sticky-hot July a�ernoon. When I arrived, Rader had me sit at a patio table beside the
range and brought me an iced tea.

She had a few questions to ask. She wanted to get to know me before o�ering
instruction and was keen to learn a bit more about my relationship with golf. Where did I
like to play? How did I come to the game of golf? What did I enjoy most about the game?  We
spoke for 10 minutes before she even asked about what part of my game was ailing.

Ways of Life: Dana Rader was a fixture in Charlotte's golf scene https://charlotteledger.substack.com/p/ways-of-life-dana-rader-was-a-fixture

2 of 10 9/17/2022, 4:04 PM

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F4b2bc0ff-b140-4d4d-bf70-eeb712c21b2f_832x692.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F4b2bc0ff-b140-4d4d-bf70-eeb712c21b2f_832x692.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F4b2bc0ff-b140-4d4d-bf70-eeb712c21b2f_832x692.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F4b2bc0ff-b140-4d4d-bf70-eeb712c21b2f_832x692.png


I recall being immediately disarmed by her charisma. She genuinely wanted to �nd out
about me and my golf psyche to best share her knowledge in a way that would work for
me. Lessons were anything but transactional for Rader, a thought echoed by those who’d
recommended I seek her out with my putting woes.

I wasn’t disappointed. She had me stroking putts shortly a�er our introduction, and her
assessment was swi� and corrective. Her advice? Stand closer to the ball and position it
o� my front foot. Bring my arms and elbows into my belly. Rock my shoulders and take
my stroke with a clear mind.

An hour later, I was holing putts like crazy. And while the physics behind her
instruction made a huge technical di�erence, it was Rader’s ability to connect with me,
transfer her knowledge in a relatable way, and share enthusiasm for my success that
made all the di�erence. It’s a lesson that’s stuck with me to this very day.

Thousands of her students undoubtedly share equally fond memories of her work with
them. She was a special teacher and an even more special person.

Rader died on Aug. 17 in Hilton Head Island, S.C. She passed away following a battle
with the rare degenerative brain disease, Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease. She was 64.

Community service: Few golf professionals made a more lasting impact on the
Charlotte community than Rader. The Morganton native �rst got attention at nearby
Pfei�er University, where her talent landed her on the men’s golf team and earned her a
spot in the school’s hall of fame. A�er college, Rader answered her life’s calling. She
began to teach golf and looked for ways to grow the game in the region.

She launched the Dana Rader Golf School, �rst at Raintree Country Club in South
Charlotte, then at the Ballantyne Hotel and Lodge. At its peak, the school at Ballantyne
employed nine teaching pros and provided clinics, instruction and events for thousands
of students annually.

Throughout more than four decades of teaching, Rader won a lifetime of awards. These
included annual placements on top teachers lists by Golf Magazine, Golf Digest and
Golf for Women magazines. Her Dana Rader Golf School routinely made the Top 25
Golf Schools in America as recognized by Golf Magazine, and in 1990, she was named
LPGA National Teacher of the Year.
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A mentor to countless pros, Rader served several years as national president of the
LPGA’s teaching and club professionals and was recognized with the LPGA’s Ellen
Gri�n Rolex Award in 2015, honoring her major contributions to the teaching of the
game.

She was inducted into the LPGA Teaching and Club Professionals Hall of Fame 2017.
Later that year she was named one of the 50 Best Teachers in America by Golf Digest.
At the time, she was one of only four women to make the list. In 2020, Rader received
the Nancy Lopez Golf Achievement Award from the LPGA for a lifetime of giving back
to the game. The award was especially meaningful for Rader, as Lopez, a towering �gure
in women’s golf, was a beloved friend and mentor.

Balance and perspective: O� the course, Rader was committed to service and
community building. She served on the board of directors for the United Way of Central
Carolinas, the First Tee Charlotte and Pfei�er University. Rader received several civic
honors, including Charlotte BusinessWoman of the Year in 2003 as named by the
Charlotte Business Journal.

Rader provided inspiration to youngsters, peers and community leaders alike.

It was only a few months a�er Ann Caulkins moved to Charlotte in 2006 from
Columbia, S.C., to take the role of publisher at the Charlotte Observer before she met
Rader, who made a lasting impression. Caulkins, now president of the Novant Health
Foundation, recalls the warm welcome and the spark of connection she received from
her.

“We were part of an informal women’s leadership group that met periodically here in
Charlotte, and she was so warm and accessible,” says Caulkins, noting the group was
comprised of a diverse group of women representing many business sectors, non-pro�t
organizations and entrepreneurs. “Dana stood out and impressed me on multiple
fronts.”

“She was an extremely gi�ed athlete. She was a very gi�ed businessperson and showed
courage and skill in developing her school out at Ballantyne and connecting with so
many in the community. She had a relationship with Nike (Rader was the �rst woman to
serve on their Advisory Board), yet despite her schedule, she was always able to keep a
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balanced and proper perspective on life. She kept things very real, and authentic. She
did this in such a wise way. I admired this about her and learned from her.”

Caulkins noted Rader projected an aura of calm around her, despite having many
projects and activities going on. “For Dana,” says Caulkins, “her success was leading a
life that was full in all ways that mattered to her, her health, family, and business for
example, and not overabundant in any one way. That’s how she maintained balance and
perspective.”

Rader moved to Hilton Head Island in the summer of 2017 a�er selling her golf school
here. There she provided instruction at the Sea Pines Resort, and since 2018, was
director of instruction at Belfair in Blu�on, S.C.

Rader is survived by Amy Prior, her brother Brian Rader and his wife Glenda, cousin,
and Sissy Judy “JuJu” Hensley, “Aunt Boot” Virginia Hood Rader, nephew Brian Rader
II, nieces Anissa Demiter, and Heather Rader, along with several cousins and extended
family members.

Debbie O’Connell, Rader’s friend and fellow teaching pro, paid tribute in an online
social media post noting the way Rader lived her life was inspirational and o�ered
lessons for all.

“Dana lived to serve others,” says O’Connell. “She was a great listener, an incredible
leader, courageous, generous, and authentic. Dana led with her heart and made such a
positive impact on every single person who had the good fortune to cross paths with
her. Her legacy will live on.”

Michael J. Solender is a Charlotte-based features writer. Reach him at
michaeljsolender@gmail.com or through his website, michaeljwrites.com.

Virginia Bailes Allen, 102, of Charlotte had a career in the administration at old
Charlotte Memorial Hospital. Her life was one of service to the church, starting with
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First Baptist Charlotte and culminating in almost 60 years of membership at St. John’s
Baptist Church. She taught Sunday school for many years and led the new member
orientation program at St. John’s for decades. She was elected one of the �rst women
deacons at St. John’s and became a life deacon there. She was a mentor to countless
young women, wives and moms. A proli�c letter writer, she counseled on how to deal
with the stresses of marriage and motherhood to many friends and acquaintances.

Mary Elizabeth Ratchford Bass, 75, of Charlotte worked at Queens University where she
forged great relationships and became the “go to” person across campus for over 15
years. Mary’s life was grounded in her deep faith, and she cherished her participation at
Myers Park United Methodist Church in The Builders Sunday School class, the women’s
choir, the annual Christmas concert and women’s small group. She graduated from
Myers Park High School in 1965. She fell in love with the Blue Ridge Mountains and
built a family cabin in Blowing Rock.

George Edward Beall, 76, of Matthews was a graduate of Myers Park High School.
George’s hobbies included gardening, deer and wild boar hunting, and researching and
collecting Civil War relics.

Howard P. Brady, 86, of Charlotte began his career with BF Goodrich Tire and Rubber
Co., where he was employed for 19 years serving in Gastonia, Fayetteville and Charlotte.
In 1976, he became a dealer for BF Goodrich Tires under the name of Brady’s Tire
Country in Charlotte with four locations. He retired a�er 21 years of owning and
managing his company. He was a member of Hillcrest Baptist Church for 54 years and
served as treasurer for 15 years during his retirement.

William Arthur Branner Jr., 90, of Charlotte worked for State Farm Insurance for 35
years. He sang in the choir at Sardis Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. He taught
himself to play the piano by ear and could play any song by request. He coached youth
basketball. He served on the PTA. He once bought a one-eyed horse at a Saturday
garage sale which he cared for in his pasture for many years. He was an extra in the
movie “Shallow Hal.” He exchanged nods with Frank Sinatra at a concert. He organized
a group of friends to buy a North Myrtle Beach condo which he called “his baby” and
enjoyed for decades. He taught his kids to swim in the ocean surf and to embrace music.
He will be remembered as “the piano man” who volunteered two days a week for 13
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years to entertain and soothe the many people who pass through the lobby of Novant
Hospital with his music.

Shirley Ann Emory Bagwell Carras, 86, of Charlotte was a member of Pritchard
Memorial Baptist Church in Charlotte for over 60 years. She worked for J.A. Jones
Construction Co. in Charlotte and several builders, including Saussy Burbank and
Centex Crosland. She worked at J.P. Stevens Textiles for over 25 years. She enjoyed
entertaining, decorating and watching college basketball, especially the North Carolina
Tar Heels.

Christopher Alan Clark, 63, of Charlotte relocated to Charlotte with
General/Continental Tire and joined the Unitarian Universalist Community of
Charlotte (UUCC). He volunteered countless hours to the UUCC by serving on several
teams and running the livestream video of the Sunday service. He served on the
stewardship team and was elected to the board of trustees. He attended UNC Charlotte.
Chris was a skilled photographer with a passion for nature and landscape photography.
He could patiently wait for the ideal moment to catch perfect light or a bee in �ight to a
�ower re�ecting the spirituality he found in nature. He created many images for his
church website and social media. He was an excellent pool player and played on two
teams within the American Pool Association, which he belonged to for 22 years and
played masters. Chris loved Christmas, hikes, bicycle rides and touring museums. He
went on beer and wine tastings, collected baseball cards and started a model train
layout.

Donna Gittens, 79, of Charlotte worked for Ernst & Young in Charlotte for over 40 years
before her retirement in 2004. She loved Myrtle Beach and beach music and was a hall of
fame shag dancer.

Doris Harrington, 90, of Charlotte worked as a registered nurse for 25 years at Mercy
Hospital in Charlotte. Doris attended Paw Creek Presbyterian Church and sang in the
church choir for over 50 years. She showed her compassion in being with many people
during their �nal moments.

Willis Irwin “Tu�y” Henderson, 88, of Concord joined the family �rm of Home Realty &
Management Co. as a commercial loan o�cer. For 40 years he served as secretary-
treasurer of the Mortgage Bankers Association of the Carolinas, which honored him
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with its President’s Award in 1997 and the proclamation of “December 3rd of each
calendar year to be identi�ed as Willis I. Henderson III Day.” Tu�y was raised at Plaza
Presbyterian Church, taught kindergarten Sunday school at Myers Park Presbyterian
and ultimately connected with First Presbyterian Church. He was also a�liated with
the Charlotte Country Club, SAE fraternity, Kiwanis Club and the YMCA. He attended
Midwood Elementary, Piedmont Junior High and Central High School in Charlotte. At
UNC Chapel Hill he was runner-up in the 1955 ACC golf tournament. Tu�y enjoyed
playing cards and board games, and shared his passion for golf, tennis, swimming,
skiing, white-water ra�ing and hiking.

Cary Louis Krueger, 80, of Charlotte graduated from Garinger High School and had a
long career with MIC and General Motors. He was a car enthusiast who had at least four
cars in his driveway at all times. Local merchants like Harris Teeter will be missing their
most loyal customer and couponer. Cary was known for his extensive collections of
Beanie Babies and lawnmowers. The Southwest Charlotte varmint population will no
doubt be breathing a sigh of relief as Cary was a �erce adversary, single-handedly
controlling their overpopulation.

Marsha Dianne Whisnant Lurie, 77, of Asheville graduated from Kings Business College
in Charlotte and spent her career as a professional business o�ce administrator and
recently in the health care insurance industry. She was an avid Atlanta Braves fan.

Mary Marie Mitchell, 90, of Charlotte was inspired by her deeply held Catholic faith and
supported the work of the Catholic Diocese of Charlotte and in particular of her
spiritual family at St. Gabriel Catholic Church, where she was a strong presence in
various ministries and managed the parish gi� shop. As an enthusiastic patron of the
arts, Marie devoted her life to contributing and supporting many educational, musical
and visual art organizations.

Bobby L. Seagraves, 86, of Charlotte retired from the U.S. Postal Service and then
worked another 10 years for Presbyterian Hospital in Charlotte. He graduated from
Garinger High School. Bobby was a Marine, serving time in Cuba during the Cuban
Revolution. He loved to �sh and read. He enjoyed the outdoors and recreational
shooting.

Werner Richard Thomisser, 84, of Weddington transferred to Charlotte in 1975 with the
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Dow Chemical Co. He worked at Dow Chemical in consumer products as a regional
sales manager for 28 years, receiving many recognitions and awards, including the
President’s Club. A�er retiring, he enjoyed several trips to Europe where he was
especially happy to visit with relatives in Austria for the �rst time. He was
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marines.

Peggy Smith Tucker, 68, of Charlotte worked her way up in the company and retired as a
regional bank private banker for Wells Fargo. Peggy loved playing sports, especially
tennis and so�ball, and was on the tennis team at N.C. State University. One of her
favorite things to do was cook. She loved picnicking in the mountains and vacationing
at her home in Sunset Beach.

Ron Wheatley, 71, of Charlotte owned and operated the R.H. Wheatley Co., where he
managed commercial properties in Charlotte until his retirement. He graduated from
Myers Park High School. Ron was a devoted member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Cathedral in Charlotte, where he served as parish council president and chairman of the
Yiasou Greek Festival for many years. He was also awarded the Archangel Michael
Award. Ron was an avid outdoorsman and enjoyed hunting trips out west to Wyoming,
Texas and Kansas. He loved vacationing at Ocean Isle Beach, cruises, pool days in the
back yard and Panthers Sundays.

Ways of Life condensed obituaries are compiled by Darrell Horwitz, a Charlotte-based freelance
writer who writes about sports, local news and restaurants. Reach him
at darrellhorwitz@gmail.com

Did somebody forward you this newsletter? You can receive Ways of Life each Tuesday
with a paid membership to The Charlotte Ledger:

��� Learn more about The Charlotte Ledger

The Charlotte Ledger is a locally owned media company that delivers smart and essential news
through e-newsletters and on a website. We strive for fairness and accuracy and will correct all
known errors. The content re�ects the independent editorial judgment of The Charlotte Ledger.
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Any advertising, paid marketing, or sponsored content will be clearly labeled.

Ways of Life editor: Craig Paddock
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