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This growing program is
making golf more accessible



FEATURE

E ven by Bock family standards, two weeks the four-
some shared in mid-July this year were extra golf-
centric. On a Monday, the day after Duane Bock
notched a top-25 nish at the 150th Open Champi-

onship at St. Andrews caddying for his man, PGA Tour player
Kevin Kisner, he rushed across the pond to the family home in
Morganton, N.C.

All in the Family
PGA Tour caddie Duane Bock and his entire family enjoy the 
benets and lessons of excelling on the links BYMICHAELJ. SOLENDER
Photos courtesy of Duane Bock
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By Tuesday, he was in Archdale, N.C., at the Car-
olinas Golf Association’s 18th Dogwood State Junior
Boys’ Championship cheering on son Alex, a junior
and star prep golfer at Morganton’s Freedom High
School. By Saturday, Bock was down in Pinehurst,
N.C., teeing it up with daughter Albany, a sophomore
college player at Belmont Abbey College, in the
CGA’s 25th Carolinas Parent-Child tournament.

The following Monday, dad Duane was on the bag
for Alex.Then on Tuesday, father and son made their
annual working buddy trip as Duane took Alex to the
PGATour stop in Detroit, Michigan, where Duane
was looping for his guy Kisner, a top-30 Tour player
hungry to lock in more FedEx Cup ranking points at
the Rocket Mortgage Classic.

And mom, Geraldine? Throughout those two
whirlwind weeks – like the rest of the year – she’s the
biggest cheerleader of them all, directing trafc and
making sure everyone stays on track. “I always tell
everybody,” Geraldine says, “I spend more time on a
golf course than I do my house. I enjoy it. I love to
watch all three of them – two of them playing and one
of them working.”

“Summertime is pretty much my busy schedule,”
says Duane, 52, a former standout collegiate golfer at
Campbell University in Buies Creek, N.C., midway
between Raleigh and Fayetteville. “And when Kevin
does take a week or two off at a time, the kids, at least
one of them, always has a tournament going on. So,
my weeks off typically are not spent in my own bed,
but on the road.”

Tournaments and road trips are nothing new for
Duane Bock, who, upon college graduation, turned
pro and played on tours from Canada and South
Africa before turning in his spikes for a caddie bib on
the Korn Ferry tour in 2005. Looping for pal Rich
Massey led to stints with players like Ken Duke and



Dave Christensen, and eventually Doug LaBelle on
the PGA Tour.

In 2009, fate connected Duane with Aiken, S.C.’s
Kevin Kisner and a bond was struck. Bock has been
on Kisner’s bag for more than 13 years, marking one
of the longest continuous player/caddie pairings on
tour.

“We’re a little bit opposite as far as pacing which
works for us,” says Bock. “Kevin does things a little
bit quicker. Im a little bit more methodical and think
things out a little bit more. But I think that we’re both
very calm. My knowledge and experience playing the
game helps. I know what he wants, what he needs and

almost what he is thinking in certain times, especially
in stressful situations.”

And as exciting as weekly exposure to the game’s
best players on the planet is, Bock’s most cherished
time is with his family playing a round at their home
course, Morganton’s Mimosa Hills, a storied Donald
Ross track.

“We give dad strokes,” says Albany Bock, 19, who
was named Freedom High’s 2020–21 co-female 
athlete of the year, and lit up scoreboards last year as
she began her collegiate career. “He takes all the help
he can.”

Having dad on the bag
It’s a different story, however, when dad is on the bag.

“It’s always fun,” says Albany. “I talk through my
shots a lot more whenever I’m with him. I don’t really
think about it when Im by myself, but going through
the process and seeing where I want to land the ball
and everything kind of comes into factor when he 
caddies. I really like it.”

Alex Bock, 16, agrees. “I always listen to him,”
says Alex. “He steadies me whenever I get in trouble
and makes certain I don’t compound my errors. 
I learn a lot.”

As seasoned a caddy as Duane Bock is, he might
not be the best looper in the family. “When we rst
got married and I was playing on the Canadian Tour,”
says Duane, “I had some of my best tournaments with
Geraldine caddying for me. She’s very good at read-
ing greens. I tell the kids that, but so far they haven’t
taken her up on it.”

For the Bocks, the game has been a passport to a
world of special experiences and many valued life 
lessons and learnings.

“The game teaches you how to deal with people,”
says Duane Bock, “How to deal with things that don’t
go your way. I tell the kids all the time that the game
of golf gives you what you put into it, meaning that
you can’t be upset with the results if you don’t put the
time and work in. There are so many life lessons in the
game.I want them to have an opportunity to play the
game and learn from it and each other.”  ■
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(From left:) Duane,
Albany, Geraldine and
Alex Bock make golf a
true family affair.


