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“...a wonderful read for 15 years!”
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   A Taste of Our Mountain Life 
Awaits You . . . Come Sit a Spell, 
            Relax & Enjoy.



G
ary Smith reflected for a moment on my question before 
responding. I read where he characterized Blowing Rock’s 
Ensemble Stage as a “theater for the community as opposed 
to a community theater,” and wanted him to elaborate.

“We are a professional theater,” said Smith, Ensemble 
Stage’s artistic director and one the troupe’s cofounders. “�is means we 
engage equity contracts for our performers unlike most community theaters, 
but my comments mean much more than that. We are very actively involved 
in our community, participating in town clean up days, Art in the Park, and 
coaching acts for Shooting Stars locally. It is very important for us to not be 
isolated from the community we serve; we are very appreciative of our audi-
ence and the community and want them to know it.”

Smith noted that Ensemble Stage has been involved in a number of 
community fundraising events and indicated that he calculated the company 
donated more than 132 hours of their time to local schools in support of 
various theater programs.

“It is all part of being involved in a community that truly supports the 
theater,” said Smith. “While equity contracts up the ante of the type of talent 
we are able to get, the High Country is rich with resources. Both Appala-
chian State University and Lees-McRae College have exceptional theater 
programs and offer a variety of talented performers to choose from. In 16 
productions over the past two and a half years, I’ve only gone out of state for 
casting in two roles.”

Smith is riding a wave of critical and audience success as the company 
heads into its third season. Operating out of the 230 seat Blowing Rock 
Elementary School Auditorium, Smith and company take great pride in ac-
tively partnering with the school’s Parent Teacher Organization and school 
administrators.

As artistic director, Smith takes an unusual approach to programming 
his seasons using table reads during the fall and winter months as a way 
to both engage patrons and potential performers and evaluate material for 
the upcoming season. “I probably get somewhere around 50 or 60 plays to 
read over the fall and winter months,” said Smith. “�e entire community is 
welcome to come, we do the readings at no charge and anyone who wants 
to can read. It is a great way for me to hear the material and to gauge how it 
might go over in production.” 

�ree pieces that made the cut in last winter’s reading round to this sum-
mer’s season are previewed here. �ese shows follow June’s family oriented 
production of Moon Over the Brewery. Here is a look at what is in store:

Summer Season Heats Up At Ensemble Stage
By Michael J. Solender

The Complete History of America (Abridged) 
By Adam Long, Reed Martin, and Austin Tichenor
July 7 – July 15 

Billed as 12,000 years of history in 6000 sec-
onds, this sometimes bawdy and raucous produc-
tion whizzes by at lightning speed and pokes fun 
at the founding fathers, what came before them, 
the New Deal, Washington, Watergate and the 
New World Order. Smith noted that this was the 
only table read he could recall where the read-
ers literally had to stop and catch their breath, 
they were laughing so loud and long. Directed by 
Smith, this play features Mark Allen Woodard as 
part of the ensemble cast. A versatile actor and 
director, Woodard “has the whole package,” said 
Smith and rounds out this very physical, Vaude-
villian show in a way that will leave the audience 
sated, yet wishing for more.

Remember, it’s not the length of your history 
that matters; it’s what you’ve done with it that 
counts. 

Featuring adult language, themes, and humor, 
it’s probably best to leave the little ones at home.

Fit to Kill
By Victor L. Cahn
July 28 – August 5 

Fit to Kill playwright Victor Cahn is pro-
fessor of English at Skidmore College in New 
York. �e Shakespearean scholar knows his way 
around a dramatic thriller as he counts Dramatic 
Literature and History of Drama amongst the 
courses he teaches.

“�rillers pose a special challenge for the 
playwright,” said Cahn who I spoke with recently. 
“Unlike a comedy where the audience is prepared 
to laugh or a tragedy where they know they will 
be faced with a sad situation, in a thriller they are 
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asked to intellectually go toe to toe with the playwright. �ey 
are challenged to try and figure things out and match wits with 
the author whose job it is to both entertain and fool them.”

Fit to Kill is filled with twists and surprises according to 
Cahn that keep audiences guessing right until the very end. 
Featuring an intriguing triangle of relationships between a 
chess master husband, his wealthy wife and an reporter with an 
ambiguous agenda, the plot is all right in front of the audience 
and is offered fairly by Cahn as he challenges them to expect 
the unexpected and be intrigued by the three-way dynamic 
which is as old as Adam, Eve, and the snake.

Directed by Mark Allen Woodard, the show features 
Robyne Parrish, the extremely accomplished stage and screen 
actress in the role of Janice, the wife in the triangle.

All the King’s Women
By Luigi Jannuzzi
August 25th through September 3rd 

No less than 17 women whose life Elvis Presley touched in 
one way or another make up this wildly imaginative, yet based 
in fact, production. Featuring a series of monologues and short 
scenes chronicling various Elvis encounters that made life-
long impressions, All the King’s Women is one hunka’ burning 
love.

“Women see Elvis in a much different light than men do,” 
says Luigi Jannuzzi, the show’s playwright. “�is is always one 
of the major topics of discussion after the play. �at he remains 
such an iconic symbol still today is a tribute to the fact that for 
so many he was a hero, a great actor, great singer and performer 
and more than that, he truly was a nice guy.”

According to Jannuzzi, this production features new mate-
rial not seen before. “I wrote a new monologue set at a perfor-
mance Elvis did at Notre Dame when I was a student there,” 
said Jannuzzi, who advised audiences to look for between scene 
surprises that feature period radio interludes and other refer-
ences to the King’s golden era.

“�is will be an audience favorite without a doubt,” said 
Smith who is set to direct. “�is is not about the tragic Elvis 
or about women who had affairs with Elvis but rather shares 
some insight into just the normal good guy that he was.”

Jannuzzi concurred noting many of the special things El-
vis did in his lifetime. “Elvis donated the money to complete 
the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, he bought the former yacht of 
F.D.R. and gave it to Danny �omas for underprivileged chil-
dren at Saint Jude’s Hospital,” said Jannuzzi. “People will learn 
a great deal they didn’t know about this very gracious man.”

True to their name, Ensemble Stage features a collection of 
tiny bagatelles for High Country theater lovers this summer. 
Be sure to enjoy their offerings. 

Want to go? 
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1. Crossnore Gallery1. Crossnore Gallery1. Crossnore Gallery1. Crossnore Gallery1. Crossnore Gallery
      www.crossnoreschool.org
2. Linville River Pottery2. Linville River Pottery2. Linville River Pottery2. Linville River Pottery2. Linville River Pottery
     www.linvilleriverpottery.com
3. 83. 83. 83. 83. 87 R7 R7 R7 R7 Rufufufufuffffffin Sin Sin Sin Sin Streetreetreetreetreet Gallert Gallert Gallert Gallert Galleryyyyy
     www.87ruffinstreet.com
4. Avery Arts Council4. Avery Arts Council4. Avery Arts Council4. Avery Arts Council4. Avery Arts Council
      www.averycountyartscouncil.com
5. Jesse Schmitt Studio5. Jesse Schmitt Studio5. Jesse Schmitt Studio5. Jesse Schmitt Studio5. Jesse Schmitt Studio
      schmittfje@gmail.com
6.6.6.6.6.     Carlton GalleryCarlton GalleryCarlton GalleryCarlton GalleryCarlton Gallery
     www.carltonartgallery.com
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     www.artpurveyors.com
8. Maggie Black Pottery8. Maggie Black Pottery8. Maggie Black Pottery8. Maggie Black Pottery8. Maggie Black Pottery
      www.maggieblackpottery.com
9. Kevin Beck Studio9. Kevin Beck Studio9. Kevin Beck Studio9. Kevin Beck Studio9. Kevin Beck Studio
      www.kevinbeck.com
10. Kincheloe Studio10. Kincheloe Studio10. Kincheloe Studio10. Kincheloe Studio10. Kincheloe Studio
11. 11. 11. 11. 11. Alta Vista GalleryAlta Vista GalleryAlta Vista GalleryAlta Vista GalleryAlta Vista Gallery
          www.altavistagallery.com
12.12.12.12.12. Rivercross Market Rivercross Market Rivercross Market Rivercross Market Rivercross Market
          www.rivercrossmarket.com
13. Sally Nooney Gallery13. Sally Nooney Gallery13. Sally Nooney Gallery13. Sally Nooney Gallery13. Sally Nooney Gallery
          www.sallynooney.com
14. Rage! Gallery14. Rage! Gallery14. Rage! Gallery14. Rage! Gallery14. Rage! Gallery
          www.paglen.webs.com
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The Tour De Art is a
unique opportunity to

experience fine art
works and master

crafts while interacting
with the most talented

artists of our region

Your
Guide to
Fine Art

in the High
Country!
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